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“Jesus Christ loves you; he gave his life to save you; and now he is living at your side every day 

to enlighten, strengthen and free you.”  (Pope Francis, Evangelii Gaudium, 164) 

 

Child & Teen Religious Formation Survey Results: 

 

Thank you for helping us piece together this year’s survey of religious formation programming 

for children and teen for 2020-2021.  We realize it was difficult compared to previous years but 

the data you provided is incredibly valuable.  Thanks to Sherri Simmer, we also worked hard to 

make this data helpful for you, your pastor and your parish community.  The purpose of this 

narrative is to help you read the report so you can see how your parish compared to others in 

your area.  Attached to this e-mail is the final diocesan survey and a blank survey so you can see 

how the data aligns to the questions.  The question numbers are labeled at the top of each row as 

well as when there is a region break.   

 

The survey is divided into several tabs to make it easy for you to find the information. 

 Tab 1 shows only numbers of catechists, registered and numbers who attended in pre-K, 

K-8, and high school.  If you scroll down you will find the aggregate for numbers as well 

as previous numbers for catechists and students dating back to 2016-2017.    

 Tab 2 is the information for all parishes in the diocese.  Be prepared to use your 

magnifying tool.   

 Tabs 3-8 break down the information in the full survey by region.  By scrolling down the 

columns, you can easily find what other parishes listed.   

 

I show a 29% drop in children and youth participants from the 2019-2020 survey and a 46% drop 

in the number of catechists and youth ministry volunteers from the 2019-2020 survey.   

 

So what do we do for 2021-2022?  I have some ideas for you, volunteer catechists and youth 

ministry volunteers, and parish leadership to ponder: 

 What is your team going to do for religious formation programming beginning this fall?  

My recommendation is to plan early and communicate often to parents and participants 

(those being formed as well as the volunteers). 

 What lessons did you learn from the pandemic that need to become a part of future 

programming?  Many colleagues expressed how ill prepared parents are to be the primary 

formatters of the faith for their children and teens.  How can you equip parents for this 

role that is tied into the baptismal rite for their children.   
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 How will your team incorporate technology into your religious formation programming?  

Zoom fatigue is a real thing.  However, the use of digital technology brought out new 

ways to evangelize and catechize.   

 How will your parish leadership be working on increasing participation at Mass as we 

move into mid-summer and beyond?  Perhaps you can use similar strategies to invite 

families back to religious formation.   

 

Diocese of Des Moines and Other Lenten Resources 2021: 

 

Living this LENT has been updated for week 2 of the 

faith conversations piece.  It is also attached to this e-

newsletter.    

 

Kristi Quinlan filmed a wonderful video for families on 

Living this LENT.  You can find the video at this link.  

Please forward the video along with the Diocesan Link 

for the resources to your families.   

 

Download the USCCB Lenten Calendar and share it 

with your families.  The Lenten Calendar is in English 

and Spanish.   

 

Finally, join Deacon Matt Halbach and our friends at Sadlier for a Lenten Retreat – Lent: A 

Season of Growth – on March 4 at 10:00 AM CST.   

 

Here is a video invitation from Deacon Matt.  Use this link to register.  Once registered you will 

receive a confirmation e-mail from Sadlier with information about the webinar.   

 

Parent First Eucharist Video with Tom Quinlan – available to you and your parish 

community: 

 

Tom Quinlan recently shared this video that 

he used with parents preparing their children 

for First Holy Communion.  Please 

consider viewing the presentation to see if 

this recording might be helpful in the 

formation of your parents on the Eucharist, 

as well as for catechists and teachers.  Tom 

has provided this video for your use in full or 

in clips.  One of the comments from the 

presentation may help you in deciding to use 

it and share it.  Tom's message was absolutely BEAUTIFUL!  I took three pages of notes and 

couldn't absorb the knowledge fast enough.  

 

Contact Tom Quinlan if you have any questions.   

 

https://www.dmdiocese.org/ministries-and-faith-formation/adult-faith-formation/lent-2021-resources
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PQLQHyLrX8Y&feature=youtu.be
https://catholiccurrent.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/Lent-2021-calendar_English.pdf
https://catholiccurrent.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/Lent-2021-calendar_Spanish.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8cRtPNcnNVI&feature=youtu.be
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_owxpdgwyQY65PhUWYSN9xg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gtBTvV2n-YU&feature=youtu.be
mailto:tquinlan@sjeciowa.org


Diocesan Virtual Mission & Retreat March 4 & 11 – Jesus: Companion in Our Suffering: 

 

Given the issues with the pandemic, the Diocese 

of Des Moines has asked Becky Eldredge to 

facilitate a two evening mission & retreat for the 

Catholic faithful in your parish community.   

 

There will be elements of a mission and a retreat 

present in both evenings.  Our local Advent 

Retreats went very well with good 

attendance.  Having Becky come in and facilitate 

our Lenten offerings is a benefit for your 

community even if your parish is able to do a 

Lenten offering on your own as well.   

 

 #1 – When – March 4 & 11 from 6:30 pm to 8:30 pm 

 #2 – Sign up using this link - https://www.dmdiocese.org/2021LentenMission.  We will 

register the person on ZOOM and confirmation email containing information about 

joining the retreat will be sent to them.    

 #3 – Invite the entire community to this event.  We have plenty of space.  Consider 

special invitations for those in RCIA, Confirmation, and Marriage preparation.   

 #4 – Remind the faithful too take time away like one would in a retreat and spend time 

with Jesus.  Bring a Bible, a journal, and find a nice comfy place to be guided by the 

Holy Spirit.   

 

Catholic Foundation of Southwest Iowa (CFSWI) Grant Applications are Live for 2021: 

 

For a number of years, CFSWIA has provided financial assistance via 

grant awards to dozens of parishes, schools, and other not for profit 

organizations that fall within their Catholic values. Since the inception of 

our grant awards, CFSWIA has awarded over $230,000! 

 

They have a new online submission process for our grants program!  The 

application is essentially the same, but with an online-submission only 

moving forward. 

 

Webinars will be offered to provide insight and guidance in completing your online 

application. During each webinar CFSWI staff will walk you through the online process, as 

well as discuss what makes an application good.  You will be given the information that our 

judging panel will use as they judge each grant application.  

 Tuesday, February 23rd at 11:00 am 

 Thursday, February 25th at 4:00 pm 

 Tuesday, March 16th at 4:00 pm 

 Thursday, March 18th at 11:00 am 

 

Applications are due April 8 at 5:00 PM. 

https://beckyeldredge.com/
https://www.dmdiocese.org/2021LentenMission
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_kaaa8HyhTlK2Pl0HN2Z_tw
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_KBYJiQVOTbOYmJqd6dSLOQ
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_LElWPj9uSbmln4ziOAcQ4A
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_S_vgLpMoTD6i5s1pAgI2kw


Curriculum Review Corner – Our Sunday Visitor: 

 

Our Sunday Visitor’s (OSV) mission 

mission is to provide curriculum and 

services to catechists and educators so 

that Catholics of all ages better 

understand, grow in, and live their faith. 

At the core of everything they do are the 

values they hold dear; values founded on 

integrity and trust; being responsive, 

relational and collaborative; offering 

creative and innovative solutions; and 

above all, promoting a distinctly Catholic 

identity. 

 

Their mission at Sadlier is to create experiences that inform and transform the hearts and minds 

of learners in all educational settings and throughout life.  They remain driven by their 

commitment to serve catechists in schools and parishes to unlock the full potential of all 

individuals.  See what's new including more information about their VBS at home guide, new 

series titled Encounter with Christ, and resources for in-home formation.  Contact Katy Maier at 

888-348-2440, extension 6319 or e-mail her at kmaier@osv.com.    

 

March Important Dates: 

 March 3 – Saint Katherine Drexel 

 March 7 – Saints Perpetua & Felicity 

 March 9 – Saint Frances of Rome  

 March 14 – Daylight Savings Time Begins 

 March 17 – Saint Patrick 

 March 18 – Saint Cyril of Jerusalem 

 March 19 – Saint Joseph – Prayer to St. Joseph and Novena to St. Joseph for those on the 

path of adoption (March 10-18) 

 March 24 – Saint Oscar Romero 

 March 25 – Annunciation of the Lord – An Annunciation Novena (March 16-24) 

o Respect Life Action Guide: The Annunciation of the Lord 

 March 26 – Saint Basil the Younger 

 March 28 – Palm Sunday of the Lord’s Passion 

 

 

https://osvcurriculum.com/
mailto:kmaier@osv.com
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-of-the-day/saint-katharine-drexel
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-of-the-day/saints-perpetua-and-felicity
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-of-the-day/saint-frances-of-rome
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-of-the-day/saint-patrick
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-of-the-day/saint-cyril-of-jerusalem
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-of-the-day/saint-joseph-husband-of-mary
https://catholiccurrent.org/prayers/prayer-to-st-joseph/
https://www.respectlife.org/adoption-novena
https://www.respectlife.org/adoption-novena
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-of-the-day/saint-oscar-arnulfo-romero
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-of-the-day/annunciation-of-the-lord
https://catholiccurrent.org/prayers/a-heart-open-to-gods-will-the-annunciation-a-novena/
https://www.usccb.org/resources/respect-life-action-guide-solemnity-annunciation-lord
https://catholiccurrent.org/saints/saint-basil-the-younger/

